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Traits de Medecine et de Therapeutique. Publlfi sous la direction 
de MM. P. Brouardel, Membre de l’Institut, Doyen de la Faculty de 
Medecine de Paris, SKdecin de la Charity; A. Gilbert, Professeur 
agrijg6 3. la Faculty de M6decine de Paris, Mgdecin de l’hftpital Broossais; 
et J. Girode, Mfidecin des hflpitaux de Paris, Auditeur an comity 
d’hygiSne publique de France. Tome premier. Maladies Microbiennes. 
Pp. vii., 818. Paris: J. B. BailliSre et Fils, 1895. 

Treatise on Medicine and Therapeutics. By Brouardel, Gilbert, 
and Girode. Microbial Diseases. 

To adequately review this, the first of the series of ten. volumes, 
would require far more space than can be spared in the press of impor¬ 
tant matter which so constantly crowds our pages. Therefore we.must 
content ourselves in calling attention to the salient points of this, an 
epoch-maker among the Systems of Medicine. At theoutset, this volume 
—devoted to a discussion of the diseases of parasitic origin—stands 
unique in that not 'only the best and most carefuly reached results of 
laboratory study are*presented, but equally the conclusions of practised 
clinicians arrived at from painstaking analysis. It is but a few years 
ago that bacteriological work might have been truly said to have been 
barren of therapeutic suggestion. Today the practitioner, be he physi¬ 
cian or surgeon, must keep himself in touch with the latest ana best 
from the laboratory if he strives for his highest success. The Introduc¬ 
tion, Microbian Diseases in General, by M. J. Girode, is brilliant. To 
one who has followed the subject, as the current literature affords ex¬ 
amples, the extent and the intimate relationship of this subject with 
that of practical work come as a revelation. We venture to predict 
that upon this chapter many papers, yet to be written, will be based. 
Of the special subjects. Variola, by M. B. Auchfc, bears testimony to 
the value of preventive measures, but does not pass upon the most 
recent but not yet successfully demonstrated exhibitions of^ serum- 
therapy. M. H. Surmont takes up Vaccine, covering substantially the 
same ground which has been so recently traversed in the literature 
brought out by the anniversary of Jenner, and in it the antivaccina¬ 
tionists can find but little comfort, for all that he spares these a recital 
of the bitter lessons taught at Gloucester. M. L. Galliard considers 
Varicella, denying its relationship with vaccinia, varioloid, and variola, 
although admitting that this opinion may be modified by future bac¬ 
teriological experiments. A discreet and carefully prepared section is 
that upon Scarlet Fever, by M. R. Wurtz, although the treatment 
should have received more attention. The generally neglected subject 
of Measles is thoroughly and ably presented by M. J. Grancher, while 
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M. M. Netter devotes a brief chapter to so-called German Measles, espe¬ 
cial attention being given to its non-identity and differentiation from 
the former. Miliary Fever, of interest chiefly to the well-informed physi¬ 
cian, has been intrusted to M. L. Thoinot. The extensively written- 
about epidemic Influenza receives careful treatment by M. A. Netter, 
who assigns Pfeiffer’s bacillus (1892) as the causative agent. His treat¬ 
ment is symptomatic, and he warns against the use of antipyretics in 
large doses; we could wish that upon this point he had been more em¬ 
phatic. The same author takes up Dengue, as it seems, in a somewhat 
perfunctory manner. We are of the opinion that the disease must be 
observed or experienced to be properly appreciated. Whooping-cough 
and Mumps are both discussed by MM. A. Legroux and L. Hudelo, 
who are rather verbose and offer, beyond an excellent summary of 
existing knowledge, but little of novelty. For Diphtheria we have M. 
J. Grancher, who is here assisted by M. P. Boullache. We read this 
chapter with interest, for here therapeutics has received most signal 
assistance from the laboratory. This is short but satisfactory, temperate 
in tone, and our only regret is that the more recent developments could 
not have found a place and made more emphatic their conclusions, 
which were reached in November, 1894. M. F. Widal writes upon 
Streptococcal Disease and Facial Erysipelas in a masterly manner, 
omitting only the work of Marmorek. M. J. Courmout gives an ex¬ 
cellent presentation of the role of the staphylococcus in pathology 
(Staphylococcal Diseases). Why may we not now transfer staphylo¬ 
coccic to our language ? As our disease-concepts become more exact, 
our nomenclature must be more precise. An exceedingly tersely written 
chapter is that by M. L. Landouzy on Pneumococcal Disease. Here 
the pneumococcus is studied apart from acute fibrinous lobar pneu¬ 
monia. Following Foa, the micro-organism may be (1) the pneumo¬ 
coccus proper, cedematogenous acting by its toxins, or (2) the meningo¬ 
coccus, fibrinogenous acting by sepsis. The relationship of the diseases 
formerly considered to be distinct was suggested, on clinical grounds 
only, by us in 1887. The hope in the direction of therapy evidently 
lies in immunization. M. A. Gilbert considers the bacterium, coli com¬ 
mune in its distribution, physiological and pathogenic role (colibacil- 
losis), and closes by stating that this may be a useful germ or a vigilant 
enemy. Thus far have we read this volume with great satisfaction ; it 
presents the various subjects with but little departure from the high 
standard set in the Introduction. Ordinarily, when a conjoint work 
receives the criticism that its sections are of unequal value, the real 
significance is that some are excellent, others good, and some hopelessly 
bad. In this volume we find none unworthy of the subject or of the 
author. Yet excellent as it is, the final chapter upon Enteric Fever, 
by MM. P. Brouardel and L. Thoinot, is most remarkable for its 
thoroughness, for its logical deductions, for its scholarly presentation, 
and for its scientific breadth. We well remember the Brouardel of our 
student-days—clear-headed, earnest, and learned —but much as we have 
expected, here we rest satisfied. In its completeness we note only the 
omission of so-called myoidema, which is frequently found in the later 
periods of the disease. We would especially call attention to the sum¬ 
mary : (1) combined use of antipyretics, cold lotions, or wet-sheet and 
tonics, mortality 11.97 per cent.; (2) quinine and tepid baths, 7.33 per 
cent.; (3) quinine in benign and cases of moderate severity, and daily 
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cold baths, 68° to 86° F., in severe cases, 7.33 per cent. These to be 
considered in connection with Brand’s method, 9.92 per cent, mortality. 
The authors admit that the method which is apparently gaining ground 
is that of Brand, due largely to the enthusiasm of its adepts, its ap¬ 
parent simplicity, its inflexible rules which relieve the practitioner of all 
investigation as to indication in obliging him to follow a route which is 
mathematically worked out. It is fair to recognize its success in severe 
and malignant cases, for which it should be exclusively reserved. W ith 
this chapter, a monograph in itself, we place the book upon our shelves 
conveniently for reference. The boundaries of medicine have so rapidly 
widened, the field has been so thoroughly tilled that no single brain can 
adequately present nor one book contain its well-proved facts, vv e trust 
that the succeeding volumes, with their numerous contributors, will 
maintain the high scientific standard, show the same conciseness, and 
aim to satisfy the necessities of the advanced physician as does this. 


Diseases of Infancv and Childhood. By L. Emmett Holt, M.D. 

8vo., pp. 1117. New York: Appleton & Co., 1897. 

One of the most striking of the many happy qualities of Dr. Holt’s 
book is its completeness; another is its originality; and, perhnps equally 
prominent with either, is the care shown in its composition. The nutlior 
has been n number of years in the actual construction of the volume, and 
has been peculiarly well fitted for histask by the most favorable oppor¬ 
tunities for extended experience in the study of the diseases of children, 
both on the living subject and at the post-mortem table. _ If we add to 
these advantages a certain methodical quality of mind, with faculties of 
analysis and judgment and a knowledge of the needs of the student, we 
find all the chief requirements for the production of a successful book. 
That the work is an excellent one, even a superficial glance shows, and 
careful reading of it adds to one’s good opinion. The presswork is good, 
the illustrations as numerous as the requirements demand, among them 
being a number of colored plates. 

Looking more particularly into the subject-matter of the volume, we 
find it difficult to pick out any subject for special praise as compared 
with others. Perhaps most noteworthy is the section on feeding of 
infants, which is an elaborate study, with special emphasis upon the 
modifications of milk to produce definite percentages of the normal 
constituents. This section will be found invaluable by physicians wish¬ 
ing to practise home modification of milk in a thoroughly scientific 
manner. . . 

Useful, too, and eminently practical, are the introductory remarks on 
the hygiene and care of children, on_ growth and development of the 
body, and on peculiarities of disease in children. The section on the 
diseases of the digestive system is very satisfactory. It contains, among 
other matters, a series of illustrations showing the size of the stomach 
at different ages, with useful remarks on the physiology of digestion in 
infancy. We note with especial pleasure a very satisfactory article upon 
• cyclic vomiting, regarding which little or nothing is to be found in most 
text-books. The remarks on “ acute gastro-enteric infection, as the 



